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S T E 

My lord of Amiens ami myfclf 
Did Jhal behind him as he lay along 
Under an oak. 

I cannot think it, 

That he would Jhal away fo guilty like. 

Seeing you coming. Shakefpeare s Othello. 

The moft peaceable way, if you take a thief, is to let him 
{hew what he is, and feat out of your company. Shakefpeare. 
At time that lo\ er’s flights doth Hill conceal, 

Through Athens’ gate have wc devis’d to Jhal. Shaktfp. 

In my conduit {hall your ladies come. 

From whom you now mult jhal and take no leave. Shak. 
Others Weary of the lo: g journey, lingering behind, were 
fiolen away ; and they which were left, moiled with dirt and 
mire. ' KmUet. 

A bride 

Should vanilh from her cloaths into her bed. 

As fouls from bodies Jleal and are not fpy’d. Donne. 

The vapour of charcoal hath killed many; and it is the 
more dangerous, becaufe it cumeth without any ill fmcll, and 
Jlcalcth on by little and little. Bacon's Natural hijlory. 

A foft and folcmn breathing found, 

Rofc like a fleam of rich diltill’d perfumes. 

AndJlole upon the air, that even iilcnce • 

Was took ere Ihc was ware. 

As wife artifls mix their colours fo, 

That by degrees they from each other go; 

Black Jle.ils unheeded from the ncighb’ring white. 

So on us Jlole our blefled change. 

At a time when he had no flew >rd, h of ole away. 

Now his fierce eyes with fparkiing fury glow, 

Now fighs jleai out when tears begin to flow. . 

2. 'Fo praftife theft; to play the thief; to take any thing thievilh- 
ly; to have the habit of thieving. 

Stealing is the taking from another what is his, without his 
knowledge or allowance. Lode. 

The good humour is to Jleal at a minute’s reft.-Convey, 

the wile it call; Jleal! a fico for the phrale! SLakfp,ai e. 
Stfa'i.er. n. f. [ from Jleal. ] Onewhoftcais; a thief. 

'I he tranfgrcflion is in the Jicaler. Shakefpcart. 

Stea'lincly. adv. [from JltulingPj Slily ; by inviliblc mo¬ 
tion ; fiy fecret practice. r * i- " 

They were divene motions, they did (ofeahngy flip one 
into another, as the latter part was ever in hand before the 
eye could difeern the former was ended. kidney. 

STEA LTH, n J. [from Jleal.} 

1. The aft of dealing; theft. 

I he owner proveth the Jlcoltb to nave been committed upon 
him by fuch an outlaw, and to have been found in the poliei- 
lion of the prifoncr. Spenfer’s Stcite tj It eland. 

The /haltb of mutual entertainment 
With character too grofs is written on Juliet. Shakefpearc. 

In the fee ret dark that none reproves. 

Their pretty jhaltbs {hall work, and (hares {ball fpread. 

1 Spenjer. 

The gods perfuaded Mercury, 

Their good obferver, to his Jhaltb. 

2. The thing ftolen. 

On his back a heavy load he bare 
Of nightly jUalths, and pillage lev era!. 

Store of cabbins are but fluttilh dens, that breed fteknefs in 
peace, ferving to cover Jltahbs, and in fight are dangerous to 

tear men with (punters. f f 

- Secret aft; clandeftine prafticc. By ftealth means fccretly; 
clandeftinely; with dtfire of concealment: but, likcyW, is 

often ufed in a good fenfe. . , , 

The wifdom of the fame fpirit borrowed from melody that 
pleafure, which mingled with heavenly myfleries, caufethtbe 
fmoothnefs and foftnefs of that which toucheth the ear, o 
convey as it were by Jhaltb the trealurc ol good thingsjnto 

man’s mind. 

I feci this youth’s perfeftions. 

With an inviiible and iubuhjhalf. 

To creep in at mine eyes. Shades Twelfth A,git. 

The monarch blinded with Mire ot wealth. 

With itcel invade* his brother’s life by Jitalib 

Before the facred altar. 

Let humble Allen, with an auk ward Ihame, 
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L.ct numoie ‘'-“j . • . . . , 

Do good by Jlealtb, and blufli to find it fame. Popt 

SteaTthy. adj. [homjhaltb,] Done clandeftinely; perform¬ 
ed by Health. .... „ ,, 

Now wither’d murder with his/raWy pace. 

Moves like a ghoft. , Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 

STEAM, n.f. [; teme, Saxon.] The fmokc or vapour of any 

thing moilt and hot. . , 

Sweet odours arc, in fuch a company as there is fleam and 
' ^ j zaccn. 


hear, things of great rcfrcfhmcr.t. 

His offering foon propitious ure from heaven 
Confirm'd with nimble glance and grateful .//W. 

While the temple fmoak’d with hallow'd J/ecm, 
They walh the virgin. 
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S T E 

Such the figure of a fc<ift 
Which, w’crc it not for plenty and for fleftpu 
Might be refembled to a fick man’s dream. 

Some it bears in /leans up into the air, and this in f uc h" a 
quantity as to be manifelt to the fmcll, efpcciajly thefulphur 

Woodward's Natural Hi/lcrj] 
To Steam, v. n. [yreman, Saxon.] 

1. To l’moke or vap ur with moifl heat. 

Scarcely had Phoebus in the gloomy caft, 

Got harnafltd his ficry-footed team, 

Nc rear’d above the earth his flaming crcft 
When the laft deadly fmokc aloft did /team. Fairy Queen. 

See, fee, my brother’s ghoft hangs hovering there, 

O’er his warm blood, that fleams into the air. Dryden. 

O wretched wc ! W hy were we hurry’d down 
This iubrick and aduit’rate age; 

Nay, added fat pollutions of our own, 

T’ increafe th cjteaming ordures of the flage? 

Let the crude humours dance 
In heated brafs, Jteaming with fire intenfe. 

Thcfe minerals not only iffue out at thel'e larger exits, but 
J,'team forth through the pores of the eauh, occalioning ful- 
phurcous and other offenfive flenches. // oodward. 

2 . To fend up vapours. 

Ye mills that rife from Jhaming lake. Milton, 

3. To pafs in vapours. 

The diflolved amber plainly fwam like a thin film upon the 
liquour, whence it /learned away into the air. bey it. 

Stean for Jlone. Spenjer. 

Steato'ma. n.f. [ftaliojua ] 

If the matter in a wen rclcmbles milk-curds, the tumour is 
called atheroma; if like honey, mcliceris; andifeompofedof 
fat, fteatoma. Sharp's Surgery. 

Steed, n J. [yrefca, Saxon.] A horfe for (late or war. 

My noble peed I give him, 

With ail his trim belonging- Slab. Macbeth. 

Imprefies quaint, capariions and Jleeds. Milica. 

Stout are our men, and warlike are our fteeds. IP alter. 

She thought herfelf the trembling dame who fled, 

And him the grifly ghoft that fpurt’d th’ infernal ftetd.Dryi. 

Who, like our active African, inftrufts 
The fiery [teed, and trains him to his hand? Addfon sCats. 

See ! the bold youth drain up the threat’ning deep; 

Hang o’er their courfers heads with eager fpeed, 

And earth rolls back beneath the Ry\ngfUed. Pope. 

Steel, n.f. [ptal, Saxon; ftacl, Dutch.] 

1. Steel is a kind of iron, refined and purified by the fire uith 
other ingredients, which renders it white, and its grain defer 
and finer than common iron. Steel, of all other metals, is 
that fufceptiblc of the greateft degree of hardnefs, when well 
tempered ; whence its great ufe in the making of tools an 
inflruments of all kinds. Chambers. 

Steel is made from the pureft and fofteft iron, by keeping it 
red-hot, ftratined with coal-duft and wood-allies, or otier 
fubftances that abound in the phlogifton, for feveral hours ih 
a clofe furnace. It may alfo be made by fufion, and fever* 
other ways; but they are greatly in the wrong who> prefer 
Jtacl to iron for medicinal purpofes. Hid s Mat. we • 
At her back a bow and quiver gay. 

Stuff’d with jW-hcaded darts wherewith {he quell d 

The favage beafts in her viftorious play. hairy 
With mighty bars of long enduring brafs 
The /?«/-bound doors and iron gates he ties. J 6,r P \ 
A looking-glafs, with the peel behind, look.th whiter t 
glafs Ample. Bacon's 

Diamonds, though hard bodies, will not re-dy 
with ftcel , much lefs with one another; nor a flint e.. »J 
a Jteei, if they both be wet; the fparks being then q ‘ ‘ 
in their eruption. Brown's Vulgar ErW*. 

Both were of fluning/fff/, and wrought fo pu 
As might the flrokes of two fuch arms endure. ) 

2. It is often ufed raetonymically for weapons or armour. 

Brave Macbeth with his brandifti d Jteei 
Which finok’d with bloody execution, ,,, 

Carv’d out his paflage till lie had fac J the fla\e. ft 
A grove of oaks, 

Whofc polifil’d Jteei from far feverely (hincs. 

Are not fo dreadful as this beauteous queen. 

He fudden as the w'ord. 

In proud Plexippus’ bofom plunged the fwor , 

Toxcus amaz’d, and with amazement flow. 

Stood doubting; and while doubting thus <- 0 > - -^ 
Receiv’d the Jteei bath’d in his brother s blood. 

?. Chalybeate medicines. , • ]j kc wife 

After relaxing, fleet flrengthens the fob s, Outbid. 

4. Tt Is ufed d provetbially for hardnefs: as heads of Jttl. 

To Steel, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To point or edge with flee!. 

Add proof unto mine armour with thy p •) -» g jf. 
And with thy bldIings / / 7 «/ my lance's point. ’ 2 fo 
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_ makc hard or firm. It is ufed, if it be applied to the mind, 
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very Lieswell fiutd with weighty arguments. 
So fervice (hall with Jhe'.ed fingers toil. 


,V. 


Sbakefp. 


Addfon. 
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Jickell. 


And labour (haH rcfrefh'itfelf with hope. Shakefpearc s H. 

From his metal was his party /held-. 

Which once in him rebated, all the reft 
Turn’d on themfclves, like dull and heavy lead. | 

O God of battles! pel my foldiers hearts, 

Poflbfs them not with fear. Shakefpearc s Henry V. 

Why will you fight againft fo fwcet a pallion, 

Ami Heel vour heart to fuch a world of charms? 

A ' J Man, foolifo man! 

Scarce know’ll thou how thyfclf began ; 

Yet jlttFd with ftudy’d boldnefs, thou d«r ft try 
To fend thy doubted reafon’s dazled eye 
Through the myfterious gulph of vaft immenfity. 

Let Si tfittl'd Turk be deaf to matrons cries. 

Sec vireins ravifh’d with relentlcfs eyes. 

Stef.lv. adj. [fromfleet-] 
i Made of Heel. 

Thv brother’s blood die thirfty earth hath drunk, 

Broach’d with the Jleely point of Clifford’s lance. Shaktfp. 

Here fmokes his forge, he bares his finewy arm, 

And early ftrokes the founding anvil warm ; 

Around his (hop the /leely fparkles flew. 

As for t' e fteed he fliap’d the bending (hoe. Gay. 

2. Hard \ firm. 

That flic would unarm her noble heart of that Jleely refill- 
ance againft the fweet blows of love. Sydney. 

Steelyard, n.f. [feel and yard.] A kind of balance, in 
which the weight is moved along an iron rod, and grows hea¬ 
vier as it is removed farther from the fulorum. 

StEEN', or Stean. n.f A veffclof clay or Hone. Ainfworth • 

STEEP, adj. [j-rea’p, Saxon ] Rifing or delcending with little 
inclination. 

He now had conquer'd Anxur’s f.ep afeent. Addfon. 
Steep, n.f Precipice; afeent or defeent approaching to per¬ 
pendicularity. 

As that Theban monfter that propos’d 
Her riddle, and him, who folv’d it not, devour’d ; 

That once found out and folv’d, for grief and fpight 
Caft herfelf headlong from the Ifmenian fhep. Milton, 

As high turrets for their airy fhep 
Require foundations, in proportion deep; 

And lofty cedars as far upwards (hoot. 

As to the neather heavens they drive the root; 

So low did her fecure foundation lie, 

She was not humble, but humility. Dryden, 

Inftrufts the beaft to know his native force, 

To take the bit between his teeth, and fly 
To the next headlong /lcep of anarchy. 

We had on each fide naked rocks and mountains, 


Drydett: 
broken 
Addfon. 


Gay: 
macerate; 


Spenfcr. 3 


Fairy Queen. 


into a thoufand irregular /heps and precipices. 

Leaning o’er the rails, he muling flood. 

And view’d below the black canal of mud, 

Where common (hores a lulling murmur keep, 

Whofe torrents rufti from Hoiborn’s fatal fhep. 

To Steep, v. a. [ flipper. r, Dutch.] To foak ; to 
to imbue ; to dip. 

When his brother faw the red blood trail 
Adown fo fall, and all his armour feep> 

For very fcllnefsloud he ’gan to weep. 

He, like an adder, lurking in the weeds. 

His wandring thought in deep defire does fcep\ 

And his frail eye with fpoil of beauty feeds. 

A napkin fteeped in the ham:lefs blood 
Of fweet young Rutland. Shakefpeare's Henry VI. 

Prefent to her, as fometime Marg’ret 
Did to thy father, Jhep'd in Rutland’s blood, 

A handkerchief; which, fay to her, did drain 
The purple tide from her fweet brother’s body 
'I'hc conquering wine hath Jhep'd our fenfe 
In foft and delicate Lethe. 

Many dream not to find, neither deferve, 

And yet ar 0. Jhep'd in favours. Shakefpeare's CymbeSne. 

Four days will quickly feep themfclves in night: 

Four nights will quickly dream away the time. Shakefpeare. 
Moft of the fleepings are cheap things, and the goodnefs of 
the crop is a great matter of gain. Bacon. 

Whole droves of minds are by the driving god 
Compcll’d to drink the deep Lethean flood: 

In laige forgetful draughts to ft cep the cares 

Of their palt labours and their irkfome years. Dryden. 

\V heat Jleeped in brine twelve hours prevents the fmuttinefs! 

STEE PLE. n. /. [preopl, ytypel, Saxon.] A turret of achuurch 
generally furnilhed with bells. A fpire. 

Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks; rage, blow ! 

You cataratfs and hurricanoes fpout 

•You have drench’d our feeples, drown’d the cocks. 

Shakefpeare . 


S T E 

What was found in many places, and preached for wheat 
fallen on the ground from the clouds, was but the feed of iv) - 
berries, and though found in fheples or high places, might be 
conveyed thither or muted by birds. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

A raven I law yefterday feeple-high, juft over your houfe< 

L Eft range. 

They, far from ftceples and their facrcd found, 

In fields their fullen conventicles found. Dryden. 

Stee'ply. adv. [from fteep.] With precipitous declivity. 
Stee^pness. n. f. [from Beep ] Precipitous declivity. 

The craggednels or fteepnejs of that mountain maketh many 
parts of it Tnacccffible. Brerewood on Language. 

Lord Lovel fwam over Trent on horfeback, but could not 
recover the farther fide, by reafon of thtfeepnefs of the bank, 
and fo was drowi ed. Bacon s Henry V II. 

Vineyards, meadows, and cornfields lie on the borders, and 
run up all the fides of the Alps, where the barrennefs of the 
rocks, or the fteepnefs of the afeent will fuller them Addifn. 
Steep w. adj. [fromfteep.] Having a precipitous declivity. 

A poetical word for fteep. 

Who hath difpos’d, but thou, the winding way. 

Where fprings down from the ftcepy craggs do beat. I Notion. 

A prophet Come, and fome a poet cry, 

From Jteepy Othrys’ top to Pylus drove 

His herd; and for his pains enjoy’d his love. Dryden. 

No more, my goats, (hall I behold you climb 
The fteepy cliffs, or crop the flow’ry thyme! Dryden. 

STEER, n.f. [-jTypc, yceoji, ynoye, Saxon; filer, Dutch.] 
A young bullock. 

They think themfclves half exempted from law and obedi¬ 
ence ; and having once tailed freedom, do, like a ftcer that 
hath been long out of his yoke, grudge and r«pinc ever after 
to come under rule again. Spenfr's Ireland. 

Lacaon, Neptune’s prieft, 

With folcmn pomp then facrific’d a feer. Dryden. 

Nor has the fteer , 

At whofe ftrong cheft the deadly tiger hangs. 

E’er plow’d for him. Thomfon. 

To Steer, v. a. [peopan, j-n^an, Sax. J'tiercn, Dutch ] To 
dii eft; to guide in a paflage. 

A comely palmer, clad in black attire, 

Of ripeft years, and hairs all hoary gray. 

That with a ftaff his feeble fteps did Jtcer, 

Left his long way his aged limbs fliould tire. Fairy Queen. 
If a pilot cannot fee the pole liar it can be no fault in him 
to fteer his courfe by fuch liars as do bell appear to him. K.Ch. 
To Steer, v. n. To direft a courfe. 

As when a fhip by Ikilful fteerfman wrought, 

Nigh river’s mouth, or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fleers, and fliifts her fail. Milton. 

In a creature, whofe thoughts are more than the fands, and 
wider than the ocean, fancy and pallion mult needs run him 
into ftrange courfes, if reafon, which is his only liar and com- 
pafs be not that he Jteers by: Locke. 

Stef/rage. n.f. [from fteer.] 

1. The aft or prafticc of fleering. 

2. Direction; regulation of a courfe. 

He that hath the ftcer age of my courfe, 

Direft my fuit. Shakefpearc's Romeo and Juliet 

Having got his vefiel launched and let afloat, he committed, 
th efteerage of it to fuch as he thought capable of condufting 


Sbakefp. 
Shakefpeare. 


it. 


Spedlator. 


Dryden. 

Swift. 
pilot; one 

Milton. 


That by which any courfe is guided. 

His coftly frame 

Infcrib’d to Phoebus, here he hung on high, 

The peerage of his wings, and cut the Iky. 

4. Regulation, or management of any thing. 

You raife the honour of the peerage, 

Proud to attend you at the peerage. 

5. The Hern or hinder part of the Ihip. 

Stee'rsmate. J n.f. fteer and man , or mate.] A 
Stee'rsman. J who fleers a Ihip. 

What pilot fo expert but needs mull wreck, 

Embark’d with fuch a fteerfmate at the helm ? 

In a ftorm, though the veffel be prelfed never fo hard, a Ikil- 
ful fteerfman will yet bear up againft it. L'Eprar.ge. 

I hrough it the joyful fteerfman clears his way. 

And comes to anchor in his inmoft bay. Dryden. 

Stegano'craphist. n.f [ci-yccooi; and -yodtpoi.] He who 
praftifes the art of fecret writing. ’ Bailey • 

Stegano'graphy. n.f [rryavor and yfottpu.] The art of 
fecret writing by charafters or cyphers, intelligible only to the 
perfons who correfpond one with another. ^ Bailey. 

Stegno'tick. > adj. [rryvwIntoY] Binding; rendering C o- 

c fti , Ve ’ , r , o , , Bailey. 

“JA, L r E ; ”•/ rr rela » Sa x.fte/e, Dutch.] A ftalk; a handle. 
STL'LLAR. adj. [fcompel la.] Allral; relating to the liars. 
In partfhed down 

Their ftellar virtue, on all kinds that grow 

On earth; made hereby apter to receive 

Perfeftion from the fun’s more potent ray. Milton. 
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